
	

Exploring Ecologies of Mind in (Mental) Health:  
Eco-Pathologies and Onto-Politics of Healing Economies 

Freie Universität Berlin, 16-17 May 2019 
Convenors: Caroline Meier zu Biesen (Freie Universität Berlin), Nasima Selim (Freie Universität 

Berlin), Claudia Lang (Cermes3, Paris), Dominik Mattes (Freie Universität Berlin) 

Thursday, 16 May, FU Berlin, Seminarzentrum (Otto-von-Simson Str. 26), Room L116 

10:00-10.30 Registration 

10:30-10:45 Welcome and Introduction 

10:45-12:45 Panel 1: Landscapes and human-environment relations 

10:45-11:15 Enrico Milazzo (University of Turin) 
Ecology of healing: Olive oil and Sapientia in capo Leuca 

11:15-11:45 Federico Reginato (University of Turin) 
Cancer landscapes: History, health and politics in Morocco 

11:45-12:00 Coffee break 

12:00-12:30 Young su Park (Freie Universität Berlin) 
Haunting landscapes: Memories of forced villagization, conscription, and 
deforestation in Ethiopia 

12:30-12:45 Plenary discussion 

12:45-14:00 Lunch break 

14:00-17:30 Panel 2: Traditional medicine and spiritual healing in more-than-human- 
worlds (working title) 

14:00-14:30 Müge Akpinar (Freie Universität Berlin) 
Body, health and ecology in a traditional healing movement in Turkey 

14:30-15:00 Elizabeth Turk (University of Cambridge) 
The politics of treating mental ill health, plural progressivisms, and nature’s 
authority in contemporary Mongolia 

15:00-15:30 Alvaro Gabriel Martínez (Universidad Católica Boliviana) 
Symbol in rituality in the healing process of soul diseases in La Paz, Bolivia 

15:30-15:45 Coffee break 

15:45-16:15 Rebecca-Rosea Blome (Freie Universität Berlin) 
Applying traditional (medicinal) knowledge and giving back. Takiwasi’s 
(epistemological) practices of reciprocity 

16:15-17:15 Mike Poltorak (University of Kent) 
The healer and the psychiatrist: Intersubjectivity, mental illness and the 
ecology of spirits in Tonga (film screening and discussion) 

17:15-17:30 Plenary discussion 

19:00 Dinner 
 



	
 

Friday, 17 May, FU Berlin, Otto-Suhr-Institut, Ihnestr. 21, ground floor, Hörsaal B 

 Panel 3: Ecologies of mental health care 

10:00-10:30 Nadia Augustyniak (University of New York) 
Configurations of care: The social and political dimensions of psychological 
counseling practice in Sri Lanka’s Central Province 

10:30-11:00 Liana Chase (School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London) 
Shifting ‘ecologies of care’ in post-earthquake Nepal: Towards a rubric for the 
anthropology of global mental health 

11:00-11:30 Claudia Lang (Cermes3, Paris) 
Ecologies of depression and moral physiologies in Ayurvedic psychiatry 

11:30-11:45 Coffee break 

11:45-12:30 Ulrike Scholtes (University of Amsterdam) 
Wording sensitivities. The performativity of words and the practice-specificity of 
bodies and minds (participatory session) 

12:30-13:00 Tylor Zoanni (University of Bayreuth) 
Minding differences: Ecologies of language, cognition, and disability in Uganda 

13:00-14:00  Lunch break 

14:00-14:30 Patrick Bieler, Milena D. Bister and Christine Schmid (Humboldt-Universität zu 
Berlin) 
Urban mental health trajectories 

14:30-15:00  Márcio Da Cunha Vilar (University of Sussex) 
‘Breaking the cycle of inherited wounds’: Emergent therapies for mental health 
and autoimmunity, and respective causalities 

15:00-15:15 Coffee break 

15:15-15:45 Florin Cristea (Freie Universität Berlin) 
What’s in a name? An epidemiology of representation of the concept of “mind” 
in a mental hospital in Tanga, Tanzania  

15:45-16:30 Wrap-up 

	


